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Bury College is dedicated to supporting you to achieve 
your ambitions. The college encourages you to succeed, 
progress and prepares you for life and your dream career.

This brochure celebrates the achievements 
of many Bury College alumni who have 
accomplished outstanding success in   
their fields of expertise.   

Studying at Bury College offers you the 
opportunity to:

• Progress on to a leading Russell Group university
 such as The University of Manchester,
 University of Sheffield, University of Edinburgh
 and University College London.

• Be one of the 200 students who achieve Triple
 Distinction Stars in their vocational programmes
 each year.

• Secure a job following a high quality, career    
 focused apprenticeship.

• Join over 800 students who progress onto university
 every year to study an impressive range of subjects
 including Law, Microbiology and Nursing.



“I truly believe that my time at Bury College prepared me for further 
studies and employment. The teaching and support I received at Bury 
College was instrumental in helping me secure my career within the Civil 
Service. I also enjoyed being a member of the Student Action Group, a 
college initiative which organised exciting trips and fundraising campaigns.”

Mohammed completed his apprenticeship scheme in 
September 2015 and received a promotion into a middle 
management position as a Policy Adviser working in the 
Character and Disadvantage Division. Mohammed provided 
advice to Government ministers, ran public consultations and 
updated guidance issued to schools and councils across   
England.  Mohammed said:

Mohammed Ahmed has been appointed as the Policy and 
Programme Manager at the Department for International 
Development, where he is responsible for ensuring that 
commitments made by world leaders are delivered by the  
UK Government.

Mohammed left Bury College in 2011 after achieving A grades 
in A Level English Language and Sociology and a B grade in 
Economics and currently works with international aid agencies 
in Lebanon to ensure that those children who have fled from 
war are not missing out on an education. 

Mohammed boasts an impressive CV and has had many 
achievements since graduating from Bury College. In 2012, 
Mohammed embarked on a life changing three month 
volunteering placement in Uganda where he organised 
fundraising initiatives, raised awareness of malaria and helped 
people to seek employment.

Feeling inspired from his volunteering experience, Mohammed 
then enrolled on to the Civil Service Fast Track Apprenticeship 
Scheme. From 2,500 applicants, Mohammed was one of only 
100 people selected from across the country to take part in the 
scheme and secured a position working in the Department for 
Education where he was enlisted into the Ministerial and Public 
Correspondence Unit. 

Mohammed Ahmed 
Former School:
Broad Oak Sports College

A Levels:
English Language, Sociology, Economics

Progression:
Works for the Department for Education



“I really enjoyed my time at Bury College and each subject I studied, 
although challenging, set me up for my career in engineering. The staff 
were very knowledgeable and could always be approached for help. The 
facilities were very good especially the science labs and I learnt a lot of 
practical skills as well as theory knowledge.”

After achieving A grades in her A Levels in Mathematics, 
Chemistry and Physics at Bury College, Lisa Hill progressed 
her education and has secured a job within the engineering 
industry.

Lisa left Bury College in 2007 before progressing onto the 
University of Bolton where she achieved an impressive  
first-class bachelor’s degree in Mechanical Engineering.

After university, Lisa secured employment at Cummins, one 
of the world’s leading designers and manufacturers of high 
performance diesel engines. Lisa completed a 12 month 
graduate rotation scheme in technical and non-technical 
discipline before working as a Product Engineer in the 
Advanced Engineering department. Here, Lisa helped to 
design and validate the next generation Variable Geometry 
turbocharger for the Dodge Ram and Cummins Supertruck 
vehicles. 

Lisa has also undertaken the role as Test Engineer at Cummins, 
where she is responsible for resolving test issues, validating 
engine test beds, creating test procedures and teaching other 
engineers how to effectively work with the test department to 
achieve data more efficiently.  Lisa said:

Lisa Hill 
Former School:
Broad Oak Sports College

A Levels:
Mathematics, Chemistry, Physics

Progression:
Engineer



“I believe that Bury College prepared me for the success that I have 
achieved so far in my academic career. I benefited from great support 
from my tutors and they really helped me with my university application 
and personal statement. I also enjoyed university trips to the University of 
Oxford, the University of Cambridge and Durham University which gave 
me my first taste of university life.”

A Level student Aaron Russell left Bury College in 2011 after 
securing two A* grades in A Level Physics and Maths and an  
A in Geography.  Aaron is now delivering academic excellence 
to industry experts as he travels the world.

Aaron progressed onto The University of Manchester where he 
was awarded a First Class Master’s Degree in Mathematics and 
Physics. From there, Aaron chose to pursue an exciting PhD in 
Applied Mathematics and is now in his second year of studying.

Aaron is enjoying overseas trips to South Korea, Holland, 
America, France and Germany where he is presenting research 
findings from his PhD and sharing best practise with colleagues 
and key professors.

During his time at Bury College, Aaron enjoyed being part of 
the Mentoring for Excellence scheme, a programme which 
invites all students to benefit from specialist guidance and 
support as well as trips and visits.  Aaron said:

Aaron Russell 
Former School:
Falinge Park High School

A Levels:
Mathematics, Physics, Geography

Progression:
PhD in Applied Mathematics



“My time at Bury College was brilliant, it was my first step into the 
performing world and it gave me good foundations to continue my career 
as a performer. I really enjoy my job and all the different opportunities that 
have been given to me and the fact that I am performing every week to 
thousands of people.”

Performing Arts superstar Chris Jeffers is currently starring in 
The Bodyguard Musical where he is working alongside British 
singing sensation Beverley Knight. The award-winning musical 
UK tour has seen Chris dazzle audiences nationwide and is now 
set to travel to Toronto to showcase the performance in front 
of Canadian audiences.  

Chris took his first step into the performing industry when he 
enrolled onto the Performing Arts course at Bury College. 
There Chris achieved Distinction, Distinction, Merit before 
securing a place at the Midlands Academy of Dance and 
Drama where he studied for three years.

After completing his studies, Chris began auditioning for 
performing roles and has built up a catalogue of jobs. Chris 
boasts an impressive CV of experience which includes many 
musicals such as Fame, Man in the Mirror, Cinderella, Aladdin, 
Dick Whittington and Dance Fever. The Bury born star has also 
enjoyed television débuts in The 4 O’clock Club and Grange 
Hill and has danced at The Brit Awards for Take That at the O2 
Arena.  The performer has also tried his hand at script writing 

Chris Jeffers 

and modelling and has appeared in high profile campaigns for 
Puma and Calvin Klein. 

Chris now regularly visits the Bury College Performing Arts 
department to inspire current students and share his portfolio 
of industry experience. Chris said:

Former School:
Castlebrook High School

Vocational Programme:
Performing Arts

Progression:
Performer



“I developed a lot of skills at Bury College which I use daily in my job such 
as time management, working at a fast pace and how to keep calm when 
under pressure. My tutors at college were very encouraging; I wouldn’t 
be where I am today if it wasn’t for their support. Working in the Catering 
industry is very exciting and it is great to be doing what I love and what 
I trained to do.”

Former Bury College Catering student Rebecca McDonald has 
cooked up career success after securing full-time employment 
at the award winning Slattery Patisserie and Chocolatier.

Rebecca left Bury College in June 2016 after achieving a 
Level 1 and Level 2 Diploma in Professional Cookery before 
progressing onto the Level 3 Diploma in Professional Patisserie 
and Confectionery where she discovered a real passion for  
the art. 

Upon completion of her Catering courses, Rebecca gained a 
permanent job at Slattery in Whitefield, recognised as one the 
UK’s finest patisserie and chocolatiers. Rebecca has a number 
of duties at the restaurant and helps to make desserts, serves at 
the front of house and assists the chefs. 

Rebecca especially enjoys creating a range of exciting desserts 
and is responsible for decorating cakes and trailing and tasting 
new desserts to add to the menu.  Rebecca said:

Rebecca McDonald 
Former School:
Broad Oak Sports College

Vocational Programme:
Catering

Progression:
Dessert Chef



“My tutors at Bury College were really supportive and they helped me with 
my applications and prepared me for my interviews with Thomas Cook. The 
Travel and Tourism course was perfect for me as it gave me the foundations 
that I needed for my career progression. If I hadn’t completed my travel 
course I definitely wouldn’t be as confident or as well prepared for the job 
as I am now.”

Saqib Hussain has successfully landed his dream job with 
Thomas Cook Airlines as an Air Cabin Crew member after 
successfully completing his Travel and Tourism course.

Saqib completed his Level 3 Extended Diploma in Travel and 
Tourism in June 2016. During his course, Saqib was given the 
exciting opportunity to complete a Thomas Cook Training Day 
which contributed to him achieving his NCFE Certificate for 
Airline Cabin Crew. 

As a result of the training day, Saqib secured a place on the 
Thomas Cook Cabin Crew Training course where he further 
developed his skills which led him to receive his ‘wings’ and 
begin his role as Air Cabin Crew member. Initially awarded a six 
month contract, Saqib’s role has now been made permanent 
and he is beginning to work on long haul flights to exotic 
destinations such as Cuba.

Saqib regularly re-visits the Bury College Travel and Tourism 
department to offer career advice to current students. Saqib 
delivers presentations to Level 3 learners outlining vital tips and 

Saqib Hussain 

techniques to help secure employment upon completion of 
their studies. 

With his sights set high, Saqib would like to further progress 
within the industry and is interested in completing an 
apprenticeship programme to become a Pilot.  Saqib said:

Former School:
Broad Oak Sports College

Vocational Programme:
Travel and Tourism

Progression:
Air Cabin Crew



Georgie Hollister has secured full-time permanent 
employment as a Customer Service Administrator after 
completing her Customer Service apprenticeship. 

Georgie completed her apprenticeship at Marshalls Mono Ltd, 
a manufacturing company based in Ramsbottom. Georgie is 
the main point of contact for customers and takes on a highly 
demanding and responsive role. Her responsibilities include 
inputting customer data, liaising with the order processing team 
and handling customer enquiries. Georgie said:

Georgie Hollister

“I chose the apprenticeship route because I wanted to gain work 
experience whilst achieving my qualifications. I really enjoyed my 
apprenticeship and it is great to have secured a job from it. I developed 
lots of new skills, such as how to be organised, which prepared me  
for my new job.”

Former School:
Tottington High School

Apprenticeship:
Customer Service

Progression:
Customer Service Administrator



“I learnt a lot during my time at Bury College. My confidence grew 
and I received great support from my tutors.”

Joe is building the foundations to his career after completing 
an apprenticeship and securing a job within the construction 
industry.

Joe Higginson began his Construction career in 2013 when 
he enrolled onto the Bury College Level 1 Bricklaying course. 
From there, Joe progressed onto the Level 2 Bricklaying course 
before securing an apprenticeship in Trowel Occupations 
(Bricklaying) at Watson Construction LTD.

In May 2016, Joe completed his apprenticeship with Watson 
Construction LTD, a property development company based in 
Salford which works on projects across Greater Manchester for 
both private sale and housing association partners. Joe is now a 
sub-contractor for the construction firm and is building homes 
on developments in Salford.  Joe said:

Joe Higginson 
Former School:
Woodhey High School

Apprenticeship:
Trowel Operations (Bricklaying)

Progression:
Sub-contractor



Former Bury College apprentice Laura Coulter has calculated 
the route to career success after successfully completing 
her accountancy qualifications and qualifying as a chartered 
accountant.

Laura began her accounting career in September 2008 
when she secured employment as an office junior at Anthony 
Marshall Ltd, a firm of chartered accountants in Tottington. 
There Laura progressed through the apprenticeship levels and 
gained AAT Level 2, Level 3 and Level 4 qualifications where 
she further developed skills in basic accounting, analysis work 
and managing payrolls. 

In September 2011, upon completion of her apprenticeship 
qualifications, Laura began studying towards her chartered 
accountancy with the Institute of Chartered Accountants 
in England and Wales. This involved completing a range of 
exams and assessments alongside her full-time job. Laura was 
delighted to qualify in July 2015 with an achievement which 
is recognised as one of the highest qualifications within the 
accounting industry.   

Laura Coulter 

“During my AAT apprenticeship I learnt the basic accountancy 
principles which I now practise every day. I would definitely recommend 
apprenticeships to others because it provided me with a platform  
I needed to progress my career.”

As a qualified chartered accountant, Laura undertakes a 
number of duties which include holding meetings with clients 
and offering advice, supervising the work of junior members of 
staff and completing VAT returns.  Laura said:

Former School:
St. Gabriel’s RC High School

Apprenticeship:
AAT Accounting

Progression:
Chartered Accountant
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