
at BURY COLLEGE

IS
SU

E 
33

UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE 
EXPERIENCE INSPIRES STUDENTS

Bury College students benefit from the 
opportunity to visit some of the top universities 
in the country throughout the year to help raise 
their awareness of progression opportunities 
and succeed in their applications. These include 
trips to the University of Cambridge, the 
University of Oxford, Durham University and 
The University of Manchester. 

Five A Level students recently enjoyed an 
overnight event at Murray Edwards College, 
Cambridge University where they developed 
skills to further prepare them for university and 
career progression. Lydia Bathina, Alexandra 
Nunn and Lily Shears, all former Parrenthorn 
High School pupils and Anna Opincane and 
Emmah Younis, former pupils of Oulder Hill 
Community School, attended a ‘Pathways to 
Success’ event where they enjoyed inspiring 
workshops and lectures.

Pictured left to right - Lily Shears, Anna Opincane, Lydia Bathina,  Alexandra Nunn and Emmah Younis.

Success
Students are supported and encouraged 
to develop employability skills and reach 
their career goals at Bury College. Two 
aspiring engineers who completed 
Electrical and Electronic Engineering 
Extended Diplomas have secured 
impressive jobs and are now on track
to achieve their dreams.

Chris Jones (left), a former The Derby 
High School pupil, has progressed 
onto an Electrical and Electronic 
apprenticeship job with Metrolink. 
Former Our Lady’s RC High School 
pupil Tom Vynne (right) has secured 
his apprenticeship job at engineering 
company Krones in Bolton. Chris said, 
“My time at Bury College has been really 
good. I have learnt a lot about Electrical 
and Electronic Engineering which
helped me in the exams I had to take
to secure my new job.”

ENGINEERING
YOUR SUCCESS 

“I love Bury 
College. The
A Level courses 
I have chosen 
are really 
interesting and 
I receive great 
support from 
my tutors.”
Anna Opincane
studying A Levels in 
Chemistry, Biology
and Mathematics.
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BURY COLLEGE AWARDED 
NATIONAL DIVERSITY 
ACCOLADE 

MATHEMATICIANS CALCULATE 
ROUTE TO SUCCESS

A Level Mathematics students were inspired to further their Maths studies 
following an engaging masterclass delivered by lecturers from the University 
of Bolton.

During the masterclass, students received vital course material and 
information about what they can expect to study at degree level as well as 
an overview of the job opportunities available within Maths.

Bury College A Level Maths, Chemistry and Accounting student Anesu 
Shamu said, “This workshop has been great and I feel that it has really 
motivated me to continue with Maths in the future. I would like to pursue
a career within Accountancy and I feel that the university pathway will
help me achieve this.”

Bury College is delighted to 
have been named North West 
Further Education Provider 
of the Year at the recent 
National Centre for Diversity’s 
FE Sector Diversity Awards.

An awards ceremony 
dedicated to celebrating 
organisations from across the 
UK who embed equality and 

diversity into the ethos of their business, Bury College was recognised for 
promoting equality and diversity in an inclusive and supportive environment 
for students, staff, users and partners.  

The National Centre for Diversity aims to advance fairness for all in the 
workplace by helping organisations to embed best Equality, Diversity and 
Inclusion practices. 

Bury College staff

Tyrone Daniels is achieving his 
career ambitions in his Animal 
Care apprenticeship job at Pimhole 
Community Farm in Bury. 

Working with animals including donkeys, 
alpacas, horses, goats, chickens, shetland 
ponies and pigs, Tyrone is responsible
for keeping them fed and watered, 
as well as taking care of their general 
welfare.  As part of his apprenticeship 
Tyrone will also be instructing and 
supervising Level 1 Animal Care students, 
an exciting opportunity which will further 
develop Tyrone’s communication and 
employability skills. Tyrone said:

“I love animals so having
the opportunity to work 
with them every day and 
getting paid for doing
it is great!”

APPRENTICE 
PURSUES 
ANIMAL CARE 
PROFESSION 

Tyrone Daniels -
former Essa

Academy pupil

Bury College staff and students with University of Bolton lecturers.



JOINERY STUDENTS BUILD 
FUNDS FOR BURY HOSPICE 

WORK EXPERIENCE BRIEF 
BRINGS LEARNING TO LIFE

Investment in a new industry standard piece of joinery equipment at Bury 
College has allowed construction students to produce a range of high 
quality woodwork products to raise money for Bury Hospice. 

Candle holders, hardwood bowls and egg cups were amongst the many 
items hand crafted which were all produced by a woodturning lathe and
sold to staff and students across the college.

Former The King David High School pupil Level 1 Joinery student Alex 
Gittins said, “It has been brilliant to be given the opportunity to create these 
bespoke products and use the skills that we have developed to help raise 
money for a local charity.”

To broaden and develop their 
skills and abilities, Bury College 
Media Make-up students 
have benefited from taking 
their learning outside of the 
classroom. The students 
were given the opportunity 
to complete a professionally 
staged photoshoot in the 
heart of Manchester City 
Centre. As part of an ongoing 
project, Design in Media 

Make-up Foundation Degree students used their creative flair to create 
looks from the ‘60s, ‘70s, ‘80s and ‘90s and created a range of different 
hairstyles and make-up looks to be photographed. 

Charley Oliver progressed from studying Beauty Therapy as well as 
Theatrical Special Effects Hair and Media Make-up at Bury College directly 
onto the Bury College University Centre course. The former Prestwich 
Arts College pupil said, “Today has been great and it has been nice to gain 
industry experience. Once I complete my degree I would like to pursue a 
career in the fashion industry and projects such as this one today
prepare me for this.”

Design in Media Make-up Foundation Degree students.

WORK 
EXPERIENCE 
OPPORTUNITY 
TEACHES 
STUDENT 
SUCCESS

Bury College is committed to providing 
learners with the best opportunities 
to develop their careers. The college 
provides a dedicated Work-Experience 
Co-ordinator to help students secure 
work experience opportunities. A Level 
English Language, English Literature and 
Psychology student Emma Hughes is 
just one of the many students benefiting 
from gaining career experience.

Emma is working with year 1 and 2 
students and is supporting pupils with 
their spelling and basic counting skills as 
well as assisting the classroom teacher. 
The practical placement will support 
Emma’s UCAS personal statement and 
help her to secure a place at university to 
study teaching.

Emma said, “I am really enjoying my 
placement, I love helping the children 
learn and watching them progress. I have 
been able to apply knowledge that I have 
gained on my English Language A Level 
course, such as language acquisition,
into my placement which has been 
brilliant and helps me relate well
to the children.”

Emma Hughes -
former Parrenthorn

High School
pupil

Bury College staff and students with University of Bolton lecturers.

Pictured left to right - Jake Windersquires, Alex Gittins and Ethan Dunnington.



Regional running champions Katie 
Oakley and Mercedes Mercer are on 
track to secure A Level success.  A Level 
Sport, Biology and Sociology student 
Katie was crowned the under 17 Greater 
Manchester Champion in 2014 and has 
since gone on to be hand-selected for 
the Mountain and Fell England Training 
Squad. 

Also enjoying athletic success is 
Mercedes who has competed in both 
cross country running and track racing 
and was the proud winner of the under 
20s Greater Manchester Champion 2015 
title.  The running duo are approaching 
their studies with the same drive and 
dedication that they have demonstrated 
on the running track and are on target to 
achieve exceptional A Level grades.

Mercedes, who will now be pursuing 
a career within the field of chemical 
science and engineering said: “I feel 
that Bury College has prepared me 
for a good career once I complete my 
studies. As part of my course I was given 
the opportunity to enjoy guest speakers 
from universities such as The University 
of Manchester which gave me an insight 
into what university would be like.”

RUNNERS ON 
TRACK FOR A 
LEVEL SUCCESS 

Left to right –
Mercedes Mercer,

a former Ladybridge
High School pupil

and Katie Oakley, a 
former Philips High 

School pupil.

FOUNDATION STUDIES 
STUDENTS MEAN BUSINESS

BURY COLLEGE ALUMNI

Bury College is proud to offer opportunities for all and to help students 
develop entrepreneurial skills for them to take forward in their future. 
Foundation Studies students studying the Business Challenge course 
benefited from gaining a range of business skills recently when they 
launched their exciting new business venture. As part of their course, 
students are challenged to set-up and manage a business which involves 
planning events and completing administration tasks such as registration 
fees and VAT.

Throughout the academic year, students will be selling the handmade 
gifts for calendar dates such as Valentine’s Day, Father’s and Mother’s Day 
and Easter and will visit a range of high profile venues such as the Trafford 
Centre. Former Elmsbank High School pupil Rebekah Price said, “My 
Business Challenge course is great I really like meeting new people and 
making new friends.”

Congratulations to Bury College alumni 
Aaron Russell for continuing in his successes 
since leaving Bury College. Aaron left in 2011 
with two A* grades in A Level Physics 
and Maths and an A in Geography. 

Aaron progressed onto The 
University of Manchester where 
he secured a First Class Master’s 
Degree in Mathematics and 
Physics. This achievement has inspire 
Aaron to continue his learning further and 
he is currently studying a PhD. Aaron has enjoyed overseas trips to South 
Korea and Holland to present his PhD research findings at conferences and 
workshops and is looking forward to continuing his academic studies. 

Aaron said, “The conferences I have attended whilst carrying out my PhD 
have been excellent and my confidence of public speaking has really 
improved. I believe that Bury College prepared me for the success I have 
achieved so far as I received great support from my tutors and they really 
helped me with my university application.”

Aaron Russell -
former Falinge

Park High School
pupil

Business Challenge students and their tutor



PERFORMING ARTS STAR 
SECURES DREAM DISNEY JOB

HEALTHCARE STUDENTS 
PREPARE FOR MEDICAL 
PROFESSIONS

Bury College is proud to offer a range 
of full-time and part-time degrees to 
help learners progress in their learning. 
Anthony Appleton, a Bury College 
University Centre graduate, has taken 
his first step into the performing arts 
industry after securing a performing job 
at Disneyland Paris. After completing 
his Performance BA Hons qualification 
at Bury College, Anthony went onto 
successfully pass a string of auditions 

with the Disney Casting Agency and from there landed a job at Disneyland 
Paris where he has undertaken the role of a Disney character and parade 
performer.

Anthony said, “To get paid to perform and dance every day is a dream come 
true. I have worked so hard and it is a great feeling to know that all my hard 
work has finally paid off. I couldn’t have thought of a better place to study 
than Bury College University Centre.”

Healthcare students were introduced to the exciting roles available in 
medicine and nursing during an interactive workshop recently. Fastbleep 
Schools, an organisation which sends The University of Manchester students 
to visit learners, helped to prepare students to secure jobs upon completion 
of their healthcare qualifications. The workshop involved advice on the 
application process such as writing a personal statement, the importance of 
work experience and interview preparation. Students also gained practical 
experience on how to take blood, how to carry out CPR and first aid and 
organ and bone anatomy. 

The University of Manchester Medicine student Ekra Omer who is a speaker 
at Fastbleep Schools said of the workshops, “I like helping out in these 
sessions because we can help students have a better idea on what they want 
to do in the future and what they would like to specialise in.”

Games Design and Interactive Media 
students were set an exciting work 
experience challenge from a digital 
games company as part of their
studies. ZX Digital, a digital agency
who specialises in creative content and 
web designing, challenged students to 
design an ‘advergame’; a mini game used 
to promote companies. With a five hour 
time frame, students had to think of a 
concept, design a storyboard and create 
characters. Rowan Byrne (pictured 
below) said:

“I have really enjoyed 
working in a team  
and improving my 
communication skills. 
This live brief has not only 
increased my confidence 
but has also shown me what 
it would be like to work for
a digital company.”

INSIGHT 
INTO DIGITAL 
INDUSTRY 

Rowan Bryne -
former pupil of 

St Gabriel’s
RC High School



Success
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FUNDRAISING AT BURY COLLEGE

Bury College students are given the opportunity to take part in charity 
events in order to broaden their skills and add real value to their CVs. 
Throughout the academic year, students are invited to take part in 
fundraising activities for a host of national charities such as Children in Need, 
World Mental Health Day, Comic Relief and Yellow Day. The college is also 
committed to supporting local charities. Students and staff dedicate their 
time, money and effort towards making a difference to the lives of others.

During December 2016, 
the college collected 
thousands of items of 
tinned food, packet 
soups, rice, pasta, cereals, 
kitchen rolls and cleaning 
materials for LifeShare 
and Porch Boxes; two 
local charities that offer 
support to vulnerable and 

homeless people or those who are living in crisis. A level students also raised 
essential funds for Manchester based charity, The Booth.

Student Governor Tim Hudson, a 
former Wardle Academy pupil who is 
studying Level 3 IT said, “I think that 
offering our support to charities is really 
important because we are helping those 
who need it the most. I am proud to
be a part of the Bury College charity 
committee.”

“My construction 
course is great, 
I have always 
wanted 
to learn a 
trade and 
this diploma 
will help 
me reach my 
career goal.”

Connor Dootson a former pupil of The 
Elton High School is completing the 
Level 2 Carpentry and Joinery Diploma.

WHAT OUR 
STUDENTS SAY

Travel and Tourism student and staff – Christmas Charity Challenge

Bury College Student Action Group
members– Yellow Day

A Level English students fundraising for The Booth charity

“The tutors at Bury College are 
friendly and understanding and 
all my courses are delivered
in an enjoyable and 
engaging way.”

Kian Caton a 
former pupil 
of Little Lever 
School is 
completing
A Level History, 
English Language
and Biology.

“I have received
a lot of

great help 
from my 
tutors and 
enjoy the 

wide range 
of facilities 

available which I 
find really useful.”

Zakkiyya Parveen a former pupil of 
Abraham Moss Community School
is completing the BTEC Level 3 
Extended Diploma in Applied Science.


