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Bury College is proud to be an inclusive 
college which offers opportunities for 
everyone. 

Each year, hundreds of students 
complete their Bury College studies 
and progress onto university or into 
employment due to the commitment 
they have shown in their studies and the 
dedicated support they have received 
from our staff. 

We are delighted to share with you a 
snapshot of our students’ successes 
from this year.

WELCOME TO 
BURY COLLEGE

FUTURE HR CONSULTANT 

“It feels really good to have achieved 
these results! All my hard work has 
paid off. The tutors at Bury College 
have been great and provided me 
with so much support.”
Name: Iqra Khalil
Former School: Abraham Moss Community School
Achievement: Level 3 Extended Diploma in Health
and Social Care - D*D*D*
Progression: Manchester Metropolitan University
to study Business with Human Resources

Name: Daniel Dunn
Former School: Bury Church of
England High School
Achievement: Level 3 Extended Diploma in 
Engineering (D* D* D*)
Progression: Bury College University Centre
to study Engineering

FUTURE ENGINEER

Name: Hope Ogbu
Former School: St Anne’s Academy
Achievement: Extended Diploma in Business
 (D* D* D*)
Progression: University of Salford to study 
Business and Management

FUTURE ENTREPRENEUR 

Name: Holly Aspinall
Former School: The Elton High School
Achievement:
A-levels – Art, Craft and Design (B), English 
Language and Literature (A), Psychology (A*)
Progression:
University of Bolton to study English and
Creative Writing

FUTURE WRITER 



A-level Student
Achieves University
of Oxford Dream 

“I am ecstatic 
with my results! 
Progressing onto the 
University of Oxford 
is a dream come true. 
I have loved my time 
at Bury College. All 
the tutors are really 
knowledgeable 
and have been so 
supportive.”
Name: Levi Arden 
Achievement:
A-levels - Mathematics (A*), 
Further Mathematics (A*), Physics (A*)
Progression: 
University of Oxford to study Physics  

FUTURE PHYSICIST

Former
Kearsley
Academy

pupil



ENGLISH AND 
MATHS AT 

BURY COLLEGE
CONSISTENTLY 

EXCELLENT 
RESULTS

TOP 3% 
IN THE COUNTRY FOR
PROGRESS IN 
ENGLISH

TOP 6% 
IN THE COUNTRY FOR
PROGRESS IN 
MATHS

General FE/Specialist Colleges Department for Education Performance Table - January 2020



General FE/Specialist Colleges Department for Education Performance Table - January 2020

TRAVELLING  TO BURY COLLEGE

OUR PASS
Bury College students are entitled to an 
Our Pass card which gives young people 
the freedom to travel across Greater 
Manchester free of charge, at any time.

This free bus travel card is 
available to all 16-18 year olds 
living in Greater Manchester
and can be used to travel to and 
from Bury College at any time.  
 

The college has provided a free return coach service 
for many years making a valuable difference to the 
lives of many students who live outside of the Bury 
area. Bury College continues to offer this service 
and will support those learners who do not live in 
the Greater Manchester area and therefore do not 
qualify for the Our Pass card.

The college continues to run the free return
coach service across the following areas:

• Bolton • Moston
• Littleborough • Rawtenstall

Bus routes and times are subject to change. 
For more information about travel services at
Bury College please contact the Student
Services team on  0161 280 8421.

*To help keep students safe when travelling on the coaches during 
Covid-19, social distancing requirements and compulsory mask wearing 
has been introduced. Please visit the website for more information. 

BURY COLLEGE FREE RETURN COACHES*

CLICK HERE to download route map



Bury College has worked hard over 
recent months to implement a range 
of safety measures to ensure students 
could return to face-to-face studies in 
a safe learning environment. 

To ensure the safety of students and staff, 
a high number of support measures have 
been implemented.  Following government 
guidance, these include smaller class sizes, 
strict social distancing rules and mask wearing 
when outside of the classroom. 

The College remained open throughout the 
lockdown period in order to support the 
needs of vulnerable learners and children of 
key workers.

The College is also proud to have supported 
the wider community during these difficult 
times.  It has donated over 200 items to 

the Bury Foodbank Porch Box via a College 
collection scheme, and has supported an 
initiative to produce 5,000 pieces of PPE for 
frontline workers in the NHS and health care 
sector through the loan of its 3D printers 
to Warrington-based Beamont Collegiate 
Academy. 

Ofsted Report Praises Bury College

Bury College has been recognised by Ofsted, 
parents and stakeholders for maintaining a 
“responsive and resilient” attitude throughout 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Leaders are delighted that Ofsted recognised 
the College did all that they could to ensure 
face-to-face teaching could continue and 
highlighted the “responsive and resilient 
attitude during the pandemic” and that 
teachers have created a “culture of   
support and camaraderie”.  

Exceptional Student 
Support from Bury College 
throughout COVID-19 
Pandemic

“Learners have been benefitting 
from a large proportion of their

programme being delivered
through face-to-face

teaching.”

Ofsted – November 2020 DISCOVER
BURY COLLEGE



 VIRTUAL
 OPEN EVENT

VISIT OUR VIRTUAL
OPEN EVENT
Discover why Bury College is a
great place to learn!

Explore our wide range of courses, 
virtually meet our tutors and students, 
ask a question and find out about life 
as a Bury College student.

Visit: burycollege.ac.uk/
virtual-open-event/

DISCOVER
BURY COLLEGE

EXPLORE OUR VIRTUAL TOUR
Tour our state-of-the-art facilities, view the wide range of 
facilities and visit curriculum areas of interest all from the
comfort of your own home.

Visit: burycollege.ac.uk/VirtualTour/index.html
360o

VIRTUAL TOUR



Career Success for
Former Cadet Student

Name: Rob Philbin

Age: 20

Former High School:
Our Lady’s RC High School

Bury College Student: 2016-2018

Bury College Qualification:
Health and Social Care Level 3 (Cadet 
Scheme) - D*D*D*

What happened when you left Bury College?
Once I secured my Bury College qualification, 
I progressed onto the University of Salford to 
study Adult Nursing BSc (Hons). I am currently 
in the third year of my degree and I have had 
the opportunity to complete some amazing 
placements across Pennine Acute Hospitals 
NHS Trust. These have included working in 
Acute Medicine, A&E and Anaesthetics and 
learning all about their different roles from 
how they assist surgeons, to patients’ surgical 
journeys.   
                                         

What’s next for you?  
I am so proud to say that I have recently 
secured a full-time position as an Accident and 
Emergency staff nurse at North Manchester 
Hospital. I am due to qualify in July and will 
start my job in September 2021. 

Why did you choose Bury College?
I chose to study at Bury College because I 
really wanted to study the Health and Social 
Care Cadet course. I was also impressed to 
read about the different careers that former 
students had progressed onto.  

What is your proudest moment to date?
I am really proud to have secured my dream 
job and to be starting my employment journey 
in Accident and Emergency from
this September. I was also delighted to have 
secured triple distinction stars at Bury College, 
which is the highest grade possible.

What advice would you give to future
Bury College students?
My advice would be to take every opportunity 
that comes your way. It’s also really important 
to believe in yourself and have the confidence 
that you can achieve anything that you put 
your mind to. 

List three words that sum up your   
Bury College experience:
Amazing, phenomenal and enlightening. 

What did you take away from your   
Bury College experience?
• During my time at Bury College I developed  
 a wide range of transferable skills that have  
 helped me with my career both clinically   
 and personally. 
• I gained the skills and knowledge to better  
 myself as a future clinician.
• My confidence developed and I grew as   
 a person.

Meet Rob Philbin, one of our ambitious 
and extremely hardworking former 
Health and Social Care Cadet students. 

Rob is making a valuable difference 
to the lives of others as he completes 
a range of demanding placements in 
Accident and Emergency departments 
in hospitals across Manchester.

We caught up with Rob to hear how 
his career is progressing and how 
delighted he is to have secured his 
dream job.





During your Bury College 
studies there is the opportunity 
to complete high quality work 
experience placements. These 
opportunities allow individuals
to develop transferable 
employability skills. 

Ambitious Engineering student Ryan 
Connell secured a work experience 
opportunity with a global leading 
manufacturing supplier Kadant UK, where 
he was given the opportunity to work on 
CAD drawings as well as visit the on-site 
workshop for auditing purposes.

Work Experience 
Opportunity Prepares 
Student for Industry 

“I was really excited to
secure this work experience
placement and it has
given me a great insight
into a career within the 
Engineering industry. The
Work Experience team at 
Bury College helped me to 
secure this opportunity,
they prepared me for the 
interview and gave me
great advice.”

Ryan Connell 
Former Unsworth Academy pupil



Trips and Visits*
Experience new things with exciting UK and 
overseas trips, university visits, class trips
and visits to locations of interest.

Enrichment Opportunities*
Our wide range of enrichment
opportunities may include:

• BIG – student led ‘Be Involved Group’ 
• Student Ambassador Scheme
• Debating Club 
• Games Club 
• Duke of Edinburgh Award
• Wide range of fun and competitive sports 

Exceptional Facilities
Our range of state-of-the-art facilities
are industry standard to help further
develop your technical skills.

STUDENT EXPERIENCE
Add value to your learning and enhance your studies with a wide range of enrichment

programmes, trips, visits and work experience opportunities.

Work Experience*
Benefit from career enhancing work 
experience placements. Previous placements 
have included radio stations, hospitals and 
laboratories. 

GET MORE FROM YOUR

Student Benefits
• FREE breakfast**
• FREE use of the Bury College gym*
• Discounted Starbucks products

**Available at selected times during the year

*Please note - all activities are subject to availability and Covid-19 restrictions.



A Bury Council social media 
enthusiast has achieved a Business 
Administration apprenticeship 
qualification which will support career 
progression within the public sector.

Shannon Wood is currently working as a 
Social Development Team Assistant and 
undertakes a range of varied duties which 
include carrying out administrative and 
finance tasks and managing the social media 
channels. The apprenticeship supported 
Shannon in her role and helped to develop 
her knowledge in areas such as project 
management, understanding the business 
environment, social media marketing and 
coaching skills.

Ambitious Business 
Apprentice Secures 
Professional Development 

“I have learnt so much 
by completing an 
apprenticeship. I have been 
able to put my knowledge 
theory into practice within 
the workplace and I have 
further developed a range 
of transferable skills.”

Shannon Wood
Former St Monica’s RC High School pupil

APPRENTICESHIPS
AND TRAINING



Coming to Bury College 
from September 2021
T Levels are new, high-quality 
technical qualifications - an 
exciting alternative to A-levels 
and apprenticeships. Enjoy 
combining classroom theory with 
practical learning and an industry 
placement within a rigorous and 
substantial qualification.  

The facts:
• T Levels are a two-year technical    
 qualification
• You will complete a 45-day industry   
 placement
• T Levels are equivalent to three A-levels   
 and have UCAS tariff points

Why you should choose to
study T Levels:
• Develop practical skills, knowledge and
  behaviours that show you are    
 occupationally competent
• Apply theory in real workplace settings
• Combine classroom learning (80%) with  
 on-the-job employment experience (20%)

T Levels are available in the  
following areas:
• Digital: Digital Support Services 
• Education and Childcare: Education 
• Health and Science: Health 
• Construction: Onsite Construction

Visit our website for more information
and to apply for September 2021.



Performing
Arts Students Celebrate 
Record-Breaking 
Progression Success 

Highly-skilled Performing Arts students were 
delighted to receive the news that they have 
claimed places and life changing scholarships 
at some of the top theatre institutions in the 
UK, whilst others have secured places at leading 
universities or are progressing directly into 
employment. 

The range of successes include:

Name: Meg Hennessey
Former High School:
Ballincollig Community School
Next Step: SLP College to study Professional 
Musical Theatre

Name: Lian Major
Former High School:
St Anne’s Church of England Academy
Next Step: Midlands Academy of Dance and 
Drama (MADD) to study Musical Theatre

Name: Jordan Loonam
Former High School:
Cardinal Langley RC High School
Next Step: Midlands Academy of Dance and 
Drama (MADD) to study Musical Theatre

Name: Jake Hill
Former High School: Turton School
Next Step: Midlands Academy of Dance and 
Drama (MADD) to study Musical Theatre

From left to right top row: Amy Ridgley, Brandan Power, Ellie Neville, Gabi Hindle, Jake Hill, Mia Kelly
From left to right bottom row: Jordan Loonam, Leah Fisher, Lian Major, Lucas Moore, Meg Hennessey, Zima Zilen

Bury College School of Performance class of 2020 is celebrating extraordinary success 
as students receive the highest number of university offers and scholarships to-date. 



Name: Lucas Moore
Former High School: The Derby High School
Next Step: Midlands Academy of Dance and 
Drama (MADD) to study Musical Theatre

Name: Ellie Neville
Former High School: 
Cardinal Langley RC High School
Next Step: Midlands Academy of Dance and 
Drama (MADD) to study Musical Theatre

Name: Mia Kelly
Former High School: The Heys School
Next Step: Midlands Academy of Dance and 
Drama (MADD) to study Musical Theatre

Name: Brandan Power
Former High School: The Heys School
Next Step: Midlands Academy of Dance and 
Drama (MADD) to study Musical Theatre

Name: Amy Ridgley
Former High School: Philips High School
Next Step: The University of Salford to study 
Media and Performance BA (Hons)

Name: Gabi Hindle
Former High School: Bury CE High School
Next Step: Arden School of Theatre to study 
Dance Performance BA (Hons)

Name: Leah Fisher
Former High School: 
Oulder Hill Community School
Next Step: Arden School of Theatre to study 
Musical Theatre BA (Hons)

“My Bury College Performing 
Arts experience has been life 
changing for me as a person 
and as a performer. I am 
delighted to have gained
a university place and
a scholarship.”
Zima Zilen
Former High School:
Bury CE High School
Next Step:
Midlands Academy of
Dance and Drama
(MADD) to study 
Musical Theatre 



Fundraising across the 
Bury College Community
Fundraising events and community initiatives are at the heart of the Bury College community. 
These opportunities allow students to develop key employability skills and knowledge in areas  
such as event planning and marketing, as well as raising money for some very worthy causes.

Children in Need
Staff and students took part in a range 
of fun activities to raise funds for a 
worthy cause.

Remembrance Day 
Student governors and staff visited the 
cenotaph in Bury town centre where 
they laid a poppy wreath on behalf of 
Bury College.

Elf Day 
Health and Social Care staff and 
students came together to raise 
awareness and money for the 
Alzheimers Society.

Become a Bury College Positive 
Futures Ambassador! 
Once you enrol you will have the 
opportunity to represent the college 
and get involved with social events 
and fundraising activities.



Our Foundation Studies 
Pathway to Employment 
programme provides 
opportunities for those who 
may have learning difficulties 
and/or disabilities. Our 
range of specialist courses 
enable students to learn 
new skills that will prepare 
them for the workplace in a 
supportive environment.  

Rachael Scholes successfully 
completed the College’s 
Supported Internship programme 
and undertook a placement at the 
Aquarium based at Bolton
Central Library and Museum. 
Rachael impressed colleagues
so much during her placement 
that she was offered a 
volunteering role.

“I really enjoyed 
the placement 
and everyone was 
really nice. I liked 
doing my checks of 
the Aquarium and 
looking after the 
fish.”

Rachael Scholes 

Student Secures
Volunteering Role



ACHIEVE

Get social!
Keep up-to-date with all our latest
news. Follow and like our social
pages and visit our website.

0161 280 8280
www.burycollege.ac.uk
information@burycollege.ac.uk

Information correct at time of print - December 2020. Designed and Produced by the Marketing Team. 


