
A GUIDE TO YOUR 
CHILD’S NEXT STEPS

PARENT
/CARER
 GUIDE

YEAR 11



Advanced
work

experience
programmes

A wide range of
A-levels, T Levels, 

vocational programmes 
and apprenticeships

available

Supportive
and highly
qualified

tutors

Exceptional careers 
advice, student 

support and 
guidance

Dedicated
A-level
Centre

University style 
campus

Great central
Bury Town 

Centre location

UK and overseas 
trips and visits

Excellent
progression onto

university and
into employment

State-of-the-art
facilities

Free gym and enrichment 
programme

Free return coach 
services

Consistently
high-performing 

results

BURY
COLLEGE 

YOUR CHILD’S 
FIRST CHOICE

www.burycollege.ac.uk



1

CONTENTS
Introduction 2
Our offer 3
 A-levels 4-5
 T Levels 6-7
 Vocational Programmes  8-9
 Foundation Studies Programmes  10-11
 Apprenticeship Programmes  12-13
Study Programmes  14-15
 Work Experience  15
 Enrichment  15
The Importance of English and Maths  16-17
Supporting your Child  18-21
 Student Services 18
 Pastoral Support 18
 Counselling and Wellbeing 18
 Financial Support 19
 Free School Meals 19
 Parent Portal 19
Be Bury College Ready Portal   20
Virtual Tour  20
Safety and Security 21
 Safe Learning Environment 21
Travelling to Bury College   22-23
 Free Return Coach Service   22
 Our Pass   23
 Travel Support   23
Year 11 Journey to Bury College  24-25
Frequently Asked Questions  26-27



WELCOME
FROM THE
BURY COLLEGE
HIGH SCHOOL
LIAISON TEAM

Your child’s next step is an 
exciting time. It is an opportunity for 
them to explore different course options and make 
important decisions about their education and future 
careers. As parents and carers supporting your child 
through this process, knowing what advice to give and 
which pathway will best suit your child is crucial. With that 
in mind we have put together our Guide for Parents and 
Carers to help navigate you through the key areas to 
consider – from choosing the right course, to being 
aware of the wide range of support on offer here 
at Bury College.

We know that a strong partnership with parents 
and carers makes a big difference to your 
child’s education. If you have any further 
questions following this brochure then 
please do not hesitate to contact our 
team, we are always happy to help! We 
are here to support your child as they 
turn their passions and talents into 
future careers.

Bury College High School  
Liaison Team

Email: ask@burycollege.ac.uk
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We are proud to be an inclusive college and welcome 
students from all surrounding areas. At Bury College 
there are course opportunities for everyone. 
Depending on your child’s talents, career ambitions 
and qualifications, they can choose to study one  
of our four exciting pathways. 

OUR OFFER
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T LEVELS
SEE PAGES 6-7

A LEVELS
SEE PAGES 4-5

VOCATIONAL
PROGRAMMES

SEE PAGES 8-9

APPRENTICESHIPS
SEE PAGES 12-13
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If your child chooses to study
A-levels, they will have the
opportunity to: 

• Study THREE subjects over two years
• This may include one Applied A-level subject  
 (Applied A-levels include coursework and  
 have a higher vocational-based content)
• Mix and match subjects to suit specific  
 interests and aspirations
• Gain essential work experience placements
• Benefit from a wide range of supporting  
 enrichment opportunities
• Progress onto university and/or employment

The A-level study programme 
option will appeal strongly to  
your child if they: 

• Have enjoyed academic teaching and  
 learning in school and are comfortable and  
 successful with examinations as the main  
 form of assessment
• Enjoy private study, researching topics,  
 reading around subjects and can work  
 independently
• Want to study traditional subjects such as  
 Geography, History, Mathematics and English  
 to a higher level
• Are interested in a career where, at present,  
 A-levels are the preferred entry route e.g.  
 Medicine, Veterinary Science, Law

A LEVELS
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Minimum entry requirements  
for A-levels 2021/22: 

To study A-levels at Bury College your child will 
need six GCSEs at grade 9-4 to include:

• A minimum of three GCSEs at grade 4  
 or higher
• A minimum of three GCSEs at grade 5  
 or higher
• These should include a minimum of grade 4  
 in English Language and mathematics

In addition, some subjects will demand higher 
grades e.g. Further Maths.

Although for some subjects a grade 5 is 
preferable, there is some flexibility upon  
the overall GCSE profile.

Accounting
Applied Science*
Art, Craft & Design 
Biology
Business Studies 
Chemistry 
Computer Science
Criminology* 
Drama & Theatre Studies 
Economics
Engineering*
English Language 
English Literature 
Environmental Science 
Film Studies
Financial Studies
Further Mathematics 
Geography 
History 
Information Technology
Law*
Mathematics
Mathematical Studies*
Media Studies 
Physics 
Photography 
Psychology 
Sociology 
Sport*

*Applied A-level

SUBJECTS AVAILABLE: 
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The qualification is made up of core knowledge, 
understanding and concepts, specialist content 
covering occupational or industry-specific skills 
and an industry placement with an employer 
which will last a minimum of 45 days.

When studying T Levels your child has  
the opportunity to: 

• Choose ONE T Level to study
 over two years 

• Experience a 45-day industry placement
• Be assessed by a combination of exams,  
 practical skills tests and employer set projects 
• Gain a nationally-recognised qualification with  
 a certificated grade
• Progress onto university and/or employment
• T Levels are equivalent to three A-levels and  
 have UCAS tariff points

T Levels are new, high-quality technical qualifications - an exciting 
alternative to A-levels and apprenticeships that combine classroom 
theory with practical learning and an industry placement within a 
rigorous and substantial qualification.
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T Levels are an ideal choice if
your child wants to: 

• Develop practical skills, knowledge and  
 behaviours that show they are occupationally  
 competent
• Apply theory in real workplace settings
• Combine classroom learning (80%) with
 on-the-job employment experience (20%)
• Pursue a high-quality technical route into  
 skilled employment, further study or higher/ 
 degree apprenticeships
• Develop maths, English and digital skills within  
 the qualification framework
• Gain a nationally-recognised qualification
 with a certificated grade

Minimum entry requirements  
for T Levels 2021/22: 

If your child is intending to study T Levels they 
will need to have achieved a minimum of 5 GCSE 
passes at grade 9-4, including maths and English.

Students with a Level 2 Extended Certificate/
Diploma qualification or Apprenticeship will  
also be considered.

T LEVELS AVAILABLE: 

Digital Support 
Services

Education and 
Childcare

Health and Science
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VOCATIONAL STUDY
PROGRAMMES

The vocational study programme at Bury  
College is about learning, achieving and 
progressing. On completion, most Level 3 
vocational students continue to higher  
education or into employment. 

If your child chooses to study a vocational 
programme they will have the opportunity to: 

• Study ONE practical-based vocational course
• Choose the course based on their talents and  
 career aspirations
• Benefit from course work-led and varied  
 assessment methods
• Start on the level of course based on  
 achieved grades

• Gain work experience or work-related training
• Progress onto university and employment

The vocational study programme option will 
appeal strongly to your child if they: 

• Want to gain qualifications which are  
 nationally recognised 
• Have an interest in a career in a specific  
 vocation
• Are keen to learn new practical skills
• Are keen to apply their knowledge and skills to  
 work-related situations
• Are inquisitive, persistent, flexible and able  
 to transfer their knowledge and skills from  
 one situation to another 
• Are keen to develop research, analytical  
 and report writing skills 

Bury College vocational study programmes use practical and   
theoretical learning to help learners develop work-related     
skills and technical understanding.
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Minimum entry requirements 
for vocational courses 2021/22: 

Level 3  (5 x GCSEs at Grade 9-4)

Level 2  (4 x GCSEs at Grade 9-3)

Level 1  (3 x GCSEs at Grade 2 or above)

In addition to these entry requirements, some 
courses also have specific entry requirements.
Please see our website for details.

What vocational courses
do we offer? 
Bury College is proud to offer a wide range of 
vocational programmes in many subject areas. 
These courses have been developed to improve 
your child’s knowledge and skills in preparation 
for progression onto university or directly into 
employment.

SUBJECTS AVAILABLE: 

Animal Care
Art & Design
Barbering
Beauty Therapy
Bricklaying
Business & Finance
Carpentry & Joinery
Catering
Childcare
Computing & Digital
Construction Trades
Electrical Installation
Engineering
Forensic & Criminal Investigation
Foundation Studies
Hairdressing
Healthcare
Health & Social Care
Media
Media Make-up
Music
Performing Arts
Plastering
Plumbing
Public Services
Science
Sport & Fitness
Travel & Tourism
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Our Foundation Studies 
courses offer a range 
of specialist vocational 
pathways. 

Pathways to Independence and 
Employment are for learners with mild to 
profound learning difficulties or disabilities. 
These bespoke courses are designed to help 
each learner reach their full potential. 

Our Pathways to Learning programmes are 
designed to develop a range of abilities and 
personal skills to support progression onto a 
Level 1 or 2 course or into employment.

FOUNDATION
STUDIES



PATHWAYS TO 
INDEPENDENCE

Life Challenge
Next Steps
Life Wise

New Horizons

PATHWAYS TO 
LEARNING

Vocational Studies - Entry Level 1,
Entry Level 3, Level 1

The Prospects Programme -
Entry 3, Level 1, Level 2

PATHWAYS TO 
EMPLOYMENT
Supported Internship

Work Challenge
Steps to Work

Work Wise
Moving On

“I really enjoyed
the placement and 
everyone was really nice. 
I liked doing my checks
of the Aquarium and 
looking after the fish.”
Course: Supported Internship
Success: Rachael successfully completed a Supported 
Internship placement at the Aquarium based at Bolton 
Central Library and Museum and as a result secured 
a volunteering role at the popular cultural tourist 
attraction. 
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FOUNDATION
STUDIES



APPRENTICESHIPS
AND TRAINING

APPRENTICESHIPS
WHAT IS AN APPRENTICESHIP? 

If your child chooses to study an apprenticeship, 

it will provide them with a practical understanding 

of the industry they are looking to start their 

career in. They will have the opportunity to earn 

whist they learn and gain nationally recognised 

qualifications and training which helps to improve 

their career prospects. 
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KEY BENEFITS

• A full-time job with a recognised qualification 

• Study one subject

• Earn a salary

• Benefit from 20% off-the-job training 

• Gain practical work-based experience 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

Specific entry requirements may be applicable. 

Your child will also be expected to have an interest 

or knowledge of the chosen sector and to pass a 

numeracy and literacy test. 



ACCOUNTING

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

CHILDCARE

CUSTOMER SERVICE

DENTAL NURSING

ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION
(In partnership with JTL) 

HAIRDRESSING

HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE

LABORATORY TECHNICIAN

MANAGEMENT

TEACHING ASSISTANTS

BURY COLLEGE APPRENTICESHIPS – OUR OFFER 

For more information visit: www.burycollege.ac.uk/apprenticeships

Bury College apprenticeships are available within a wide range of dynamic sectors and have been 

developed by employers to ensure professional training with huge potential for career progression.  

Apprenticeships are available in:
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Bury College study programmes have been 
designed to meet the individual needs of our 
students and to prepare them for their next 
steps. As well as your child’s main qualification 
aims, their study programme will include further 
development of critical skills to support their 

progression, including English,  
mathematics and employability skills. They
will also have the opportunity to complete work 
experience or volunteering and to get involved
in a wide range of enrichment activities as part 
of their study programme.

14

STUDY
PROGRAMMES

QUALIFICATION ENRICHMENT WORK
EXPERIENCE

ENGLISH
AND MATHS



WORK EXPERIENCE 
As a full-time student your child will 
benefit from extensive work experience 
opportunities as part of their study 
programme. We are proud to have a team 
of Work Experience Co-ordinators who will 
work with your child to secure high quality 
work placements and industry experience. 
Benefits of your child completing work 
experience include:

• Developing a range of work-related skills  
 and knowledge
• Strengthening their CV and UCAS  
 application
• Exploring different career options
• Improving their confidence in the  
 workplace
• Your child will appreciate the relevance  
 of their course and how it can be applied  
 in a real working environment

ENRICHMENT* 
As a Bury College student your child will be 
encouraged to take part in wider enrichment 
activities and groups, designed to support 
their personal development and help them 
to make new friends. Opportunities may 
include:

• BIG – student led ‘Be Involved Group’ 
• Student Ambassador Scheme
• Debating Club 
• Games Club 
• Educational trips and visits
• International field trips
• Duke of Edinburgh Award
• Get involved in a wide range of fun  
 and competitive sports 

15

*Please note enrichment
changes each academic year
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THE 
IMPORTANCE 
OF ENGLISH 
AND MATHS

During their time at Bury 
College, students will continue 

to develop their English and maths 
skills as this learning is embedded 

throughout their study programme. 
English will help with communication 

skills and your child will also develop 
technical and numerical skills which are 

transferable to higher education and   
their career. 

If your child has not yet achieved a Grade 4 at 
GCSE, in either English and/or maths, they will 

need to continue to study these subjects as part
of their timetable to ensure that they have no 

barriers to their progression. 

16

English and maths qualifications 
are highly valued by employers 
and universities. 

Gaining the essential skills and 
knowledge needed to operate 
confidently and effectively in 
everyday life and at work will 
help your child progress to 
achieve their career goals.
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TOP 3% 
IN THE COUNTRY FOR
PROGRESS IN 
ENGLISH

TOP 6% 
IN THE COUNTRY FOR
PROGRESS IN 
MATHS

To help your child successfully complete their 
English and maths qualifications they will be 
supported by experienced members of staff 
who will do all that they can to help them achieve 
their education goals, progress onto university 
and/or secure their dream career. 

It is really important your child continues 
to work hard over the next year, to 
achieve the highest possible grades 
before they join us!

General FE/Specialist Colleges
Department for Education Performance
Table - January 2020
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SUPPORTING
YOUR CHILD

STUDENT SERVICES
We have a dedicated Student Services team 
that aims to offer a ‘one-stop-shop’ with 
support that extends to all aspects of 
student life including: 

• Careers advice and guidance
• Additional learning support
• Safeguarding 
• Counselling 
• Financial support 
• Learning Resource Centres 
• Chaplaincy 
• Volunteering and progression  
 opportunities 

PASTORAL SUPPORT 
Bury College has an excellent Pastoral Team 
who are available to help learners overcome any 
issues whilst also offering confidential support 
and advice. The team are also on-hand to help 
your child should they be having any difficulties, 
be it in college or at home.

Your child will also be assigned a personal tutor 
who will help them to settle in to college. They 
will have the opportunity to meet with them 
individually throughout the year to set goals and 
targets and support them with their journey to 
success. 

COUNSELLING
AND WELLBEING  
At Bury College we have a dedicated 
Counselling and Wellbeing team. Our staff are 
on-hand to support students with issues such 
as stress, anxiety, personal relationships, gender 
identity as well as general health and wellbeing. 

When your child joins us, we want to 
support and help them to have the 
best experience at Bury College. 
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FINANCIAL SUPPORT 
There are various financial support mechanisms 
available for students who are experiencing 
financial difficulty whilst studying at Bury 
College. These include Learner Support Funds, 
Bursaries and Awards. Support can be used to 
supplement the costs of attending college, e.g. 
transport, college equipment, meals in college, 
books, trips, specialised kits and other course 
related costs. 

All financial support is subject to eligibility. 
Please contact our Student Services staff
on 0161 280 8421 and they will be able to
advise you.

PARENT PORTAL  
We know that a strong partnership with parents 
and carers is important to ensure your child is 
fully supported and can make a big difference  
to their education. The Parent Portal is an online 
portal which enables you to access your child’s:

• Timetable
• Attendance and punctuality records
• Assessments/assignments completed to date  
 (dates, marks, grades)
• Upcoming assessments/assignments

FREE SCHOOL MEALS  
If your child receives free school meals at school 
they will still be able to receive free school meals 
when they join us at Bury College.

CLICK HERE for further information
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BE BURY COLLEGE
READY PORTAL   
Our Be Bury College Ready website 
portal has been designed to engage and 
inspire your child whilst they are in Year 11 
and support them as they transition from 
school to college.

From workbooks, to example timetables 
and what to bring on a first day, we have put 
together a comprehensive range of resources 
to help your child ‘Be Bury College Ready.’  
The online resources also include course 
specific information which has been carefully 
put together by experienced tutors. These 
resources will give individuals a head-start 
to their studies and provide them with tasks, 
reading lists and useful information that they 
can complete prior to them starting at Bury 
College in the next academic year.
 

SUPPORTING
YOUR CHILD

CLICK HERE to visit portal

VIRTUAL TOUR  
Bury College has developed a 
virtual tour to provide pupils 
with a unique opportunity to 
experience the College. This brand-new facilities 
gives your child the chance to tour different 
areas of the College, view the wide range of 
facilities and visit curriculum areas of interest. 
This new development is available on the Bury 
College website and is easily accessible to visit 
at any time.

The Bury College virtual tour is live on the
Bury College website now. 

CLICK HERE to visit virtual tour

360o

VIRTUAL TOUR
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SAFETY AND SECURITY 
To ensure your child’s security we operate an 
identity card barrier system at the main entry 
points to the college. Once enrolled, it is 
essential your child wears their ID badge at  
all times whilst on the college campus.   
A team of dedicated security officers patrol 
the campus and the campus is monitored  
by CCTV.

Safe Learning Environment 
The safety and welfare of our learners is our 
number one priority and over recent months 
the college has worked hard to create a safe 
learning environment for students.

In order to manage risk and ensure the safety 
of students and staff, a high number of 
support measures have been implemented to 
create a COVID-secure environment.

These include: 

• Maintain social distancing:
 Keep 2 meters apart
• Masks on the move: Appropriate face   
 coverings must be worn in all communal areas
• Uphold good hygiene: Clean your hands   
 immediately on entering college, at regular   
 intervals when in college and before you leave
• Show consideration: Queue responsibly
• College attendance: Only attend college for   
 your timetabled classes
• Be kind: Any behaviour which breaches social   
 distancing is expressly forbidden
• Staff support: Teaching staff, safeguarding,   
 pastoral and ALS teams are all here to   
 support you
• Respect the college community:
 Your conduct and behaviour are more   
 important than ever. You must adhere to the   
 guidelines as per your induction

Abiding by these rules will ensure that students 
are staying alert and looking after themselves 
and one another.
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FREE RETURN
COACH SERVICE 
The college has provided a free return coach 
service for many years. Bury College continues 
to offer this service to support those learners 
who do not live in the Greater Manchester
area and therefore do not qualify for the
Our Pass card. 

Entry onto the coach requires a valid Bury 
College ID badge which is provided during 
enrolment. The coaches drop off students 
outside the Bury College Millennium Centre 
campus and run throughout the academic year.

The college currently operates the free
return coach service across the following areas:

MOSTON

ROCHDALE/RAWTENSTALL

LITTLEBOROUGH

BOLTON

TRAVELLING TO 
BURY COLLEGE

CLICK HERE to open map

*Routes are subject to change.
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OUR PASS
Many Bury College 16-18 year old students 
will be entitled to an Our Pass card, giving 
young people the freedom to travel across 
Greater Manchester free of charge, at any 
time. This free bus travel card will be available 
to all 16-18 year olds who live within Greater 
Manchester. The Bury College campus is 
conveniently located within walking distance 
of the Metrolink and the bus station meaning 
the excellent transport links are only minutes 
away from the college. 

TRAVEL SUPPORT
If your child is not eligible for the ‘Our Pass’ 
they can apply for financial support to help 
them with their travel expenses. For more 
information please contact the Bury College 
Student Services Team on 0161 280 8280. 
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BURY COLLEGE PROSPECTUS
2021/22 OUT NOW!
Copies available in school
or visit our website at:
www.burycollege.ac.uk A college member of staff will deliver a 

presentation to talk about the courses we 
offer and to answer any questions. This may 
take place at school or virtually. 

Application forms should be completed 
online, however paper copies are available
on request.

SEPTEMBER

2020

OCTOBER

2020 VIRTUAL
OPEN EVENT

Experience the virtual open event 
live on the Bury College website: 

www.burycollege.ac.uk

COMMUNICATION
Throughout the application/enrolment process 

we will send your child information via email. 
College staff are available to advise on all 

courses at Bury College. There will be lots of 
advice available. Our number is 0161 280 8200. 

AUGUST

2021
GCSE

RESULTS DAY
AND 

ENROLMENT

WELCOME
TO BURY
COLLEGE

SEPTEMBER

2021

Please note these dates and plans are provisional and subject to change throughout 
the academic year due to uncertainties regarding Covid-19. 

START

Moving from school to college is an exciting time and we are 
here to support your child during this transitional 
period. Our Year 11 journey outlines the key 
steps to the application journey. 

YEAR 11 JOURNEY
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CONFIRM THEIR PLACE!
Your child must confirm their place
at Bury College. Contact us if
you need further information.
Ring our helpline on:
0161 280 8200

OCTOBER

2020
ONWARDS

INTERVIEWS
Interviews will take place over the 
telephone. Your child will need to

check their emails for their
invitation to book their

appointment online.
Apply quickly for an 

early interview.

FEBRUARY

2021

APRIL

2021

GOOD
LUCK IN 
THEIR 

EXAMS!

MAY

2021

NEW STARTER DAY
This is your opportunity to visit us and experience what it would 
be like to study at Bury College. Your child will receive further 
information about this once they have applied. 

JUNE

2021

NOVEMBER

2020

OCTOBER

2020

APPLY
NOW

APPLICATIONS OPEN
ONLINE AT

www.burycollege.ac.uk

VIRTUAL
OPEN EVENT
Don’t forget to experience the virtual

open event on the Bury College website: 

www.burycollege.ac.uk

VIRTUAL
OPEN EVENT
Don’t forget to experience the virtual

open event on the Bury College website: 

www.burycollege.ac.uk
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FREQUENTLY
ASKED
QUESTIONS 

How many courses can my
child study at Bury College? 
There are four main pathways your child can 
choose from when they leave school. At Bury 
College we offer all four options. They can 
choose one of the below options to study:

• Option 1:
 3 x A-level subjects  
 (including one applied A-level)
• Option 2:
 1 x Vocational course
• Option 3:
 1 x T Level course
• Option 4:
 1 x Apprenticeship

What is an Applied  
A-level? 
Bury College offers a range of Applied 
A-levels which include Criminology, Financial 
Studies, Law, Applied Science, Engineering 
and Sport. These subjects have a coursework 
based component and have a higher 
vocational-based content and assessment 
process. As part of the Bury College A-level 
study programme, your child may include  
one of these applied subjects.

Is there anything my child can 
be doing to help them prepare 
for starting Bury College in the 
next academic year? 
Bury College has launched a website portal with 
a range of new resources to help Year 11 students 
prepare for College. The online resources also 
include course specific information which has 
been carefully put together by experienced 
tutors. These resources will give your child a 
head-start to their studies and provide them with 
tasks, reading lists and useful information that 
they complete prior to joining Bury College. The 
Be Bury College Ready website portal can be 
accessed here:

CLICK HERE to visit portal
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What grades does my
child need to achieve in
GCSE Maths and English? 
If they have not yet achieved their Grade 4 at 
GCSE in either English and/or maths, they will  
need to continue to study these subjects as  
part of their timetable.

Are students required to  
wear a uniform? 
Students are not required to wear a uniform. 
However, some courses such as Construction 
and Engineering may require Personal 
Protective Equipment. Other courses such as 
Hairdressing, Beauty, Sport and Public Services 
may require a uniform or specific clothing. Your 
child will be told more about this during their 
interview and enrolment.

How do you submit an 
application? 
Your child can complete and submit their 
application on the Bury College website at:

To support them in completing their application 
form we have created a handy step-by-step guide 
which can be accessed using the following link:

CLICK HERE to view guide

CLICK HERE to apply online
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