
ACHIEVE

BRAND-NEW
CENTRE EXPECTED 
FOR 2022
Outstanding Facilities 
for Health and IT courses 

AT BURY COLLEGE    ISSUE 5

FORMER A-LEVEL 
STUDENT ACHIEVES

BBC DREAM 
Career Success for

Bury College Alumni 

GAIN A QUALIFICATION, 
EARN A WAGE
Apprentices Achieve 
Incredible Success

SPORTING SUCCESS
AT BURY COLLEGE

Discover the new Sport 
and Fitness Academy



Bury College is proud to be an inclusive 
college which offers opportunities for 
everyone. 

Each year, hundreds of students 
complete their Bury College studies 
and progress onto university or into 
employment. Their hard work pays off, as 
does the support they receive from our 
dedicated and supportive staff.

We are delighted to share with you a 
snapshot of our students’ successes 
from this year.

WELCOME TO 
BURY COLLEGE

“I have always had 
a keen interest in 
Engineering and I 
am so happy to have 
secured a place at 
University which will 
help me towards 
my long-term goal 
of completing a 
Masters.” 
Name: Chinweike Ezeokafor
Achievement: A-levels -
Maths (A*), Further
Maths (A), Physics (A*)
Progression: Durham
University to study 
Engineering

“I’ve loved my time 
at Bury College, the 
support I received 
was amazing.  I’m 
so happy with my 
results.” 
Name: Caite Durack
Former School: Bury Church of England
High School
Achievement: A-levels - Sociology (A*),
English Language and Literature (A*), 
Drama and Theatre Studies (A)
Progression: Liverpool Hope University to 
study Childhood & Youth and Drama

FUTURE DRAMA 
THERAPISTFUTURE ENGINEER

“I am very happy 
with my results. 

I have really 
enjoyed my time 

at Bury College 
and everyone 

was so helpful.” 
Name: Rubica Ahmed

Former School:
The Heys School

Achievement:
Animal Care Level 3 

- D* D* D*
Progression:
Manchester

Metropolitan
University to

study Zoology 

“I am really happy 
to have achieved 

such great 
results. I worked 
hard, put in the 
extra time and 

the tutors were 
phenomenally 

helpful.” 
Name: James Kershaw

Former School:
Little Lever School

Achievement:
Level 3 Infrastructure
Technician - D*D*D*

Progression:
University of Bolton to study

Games Design

FUTURE GAMES
DESIGNER FUTURE TEACHER



New Health, Innovation
and STEM Centre -
Expected in 2022

Planning is underway for our brand-
new building, expected to open 
in September 2022. It has been 
designed to allow you to study 
Health, Innovation and related 
technologies in a specialised 
environment. Purpose-built and 
state-of-the-art, the new centre will 
give you access to the facilities you 
need to train for your future. 

The £8.6 million new centre will 
include a laboratory, simulated 
hospital ward and simulated 
domestic home, as well as an 
immersive digital environment and 
E-sports suite. Using these facilities, 
your learning will be hands-on 
and industry-led, allowing you to 
gain the qualifications you need to 
springboard into your career.

There will be a range of courses available 
(from advanced to degree level) including 
those leading to jobs in Health and Nursing, 
Innovation, and related technologies. This 
will include our new Health and Digital 
T Levels, technical qualifications that
offer you classroom, practical and on-the-
job experience. T Levels are equivalent to 3 
A-levels and allow you to study in a range
of sectors including digital, science, 
education and childcare.



TRAVELLING  TO BURY COLLEGE

OUR PASS
Bury College students are entitled 
to an Our Pass card, which allows 
you to travel anywhere in Greater 
Manchester free of charge, at any 
time.

This free bus travel card is 
available to all 16 to 18-year-old 
students who live in Greater 
Manchester, and can be used to 
travel to and from Bury College 
free of charge, as well as allowing 
students the freedom to travel 
throughout Greater Manchester 
at the weekends.

Bury College campus is conveniently located within 
walking distance of the Metrolink and the bus station, 
putting our students in the perfect spot for transport 
links to Greater Manchester and beyond. 

TRAVEL SUPPORT

There is financial support available for students 
who are not eligible for the ‘Our Pass’. For more 
information, please contact the Bury College
Student Services team on 0161 280 8421.

EXCELLENT TRANSPORT LINKS



Bury College Alumni 
Enjoys Successful Career
at the BBC

Age: 26

Bury College Student: 2011–2013 

Bury College Qualification:

A-levels - Drama (A), Theatre Studies (A), 
French (A), English Language and
Literature (B)

Tell us about your time at Bury College. 

I really liked the subjects I picked, and they 
were incredibly helpful when I decided to 
go into journalism. All my subjects gave me 
transferable skills that I could then carry 
forward into my university studies. I liked the 
teachers I had, they were really supportive and 
kind, and the college campus itself was a nice 
place to be, with lovely buildings and facilities.                             

Could you tell us more about the skills you 
gained during your studies at Bury College?  

Bury College was where I got my first taste of 
independence and I was well prepared for both 
University and my future career. I became a 
Student Ambassador and helped out at open 
events. This helped my communication skills 
and personal development, all of which is 
very useful for any career. The opportunity 
for independent learning at Bury College, 
especially using the libraries and facilities, was 
also something that really helped me when I 
went to University.

Why did you decide to go into the industry 
you have gone into?

When I came to apply to university, I didn’t 
really know what I wanted to go into, but I 
liked films and documentaries, and enjoyed 
watching the news. The staff at Bury 
College were so supportive, helping me 
with my Personal Statement and suggesting 

Every year, hundreds of Bury College 
students progress into exciting careers 
or onto higher education. Emmanuelle 
Lhoni is just one example of the 
many students that have gone on to 
celebrate some amazing achievements. 

Emmanuelle, a former A-Level student, 
is pursuing a remarkable career as a 
journalist and weather presenter working 
on the hugely popular news programme, 
BBC North West Tonight, at Media City in 
Manchester. 

We caught up with Emmanuelle to hear 
how she got to where she is, and learn 
what tips she has for any ambitious 
Bury College students aspiring towards 
successful careers, in broadcast media or 
otherwise. 



lightening, and with BBC Africa’s innovation 
team based in Nigeria, as well as the BBC 
Minute radio news programme, which was 
broadcasted on 25 stations in 17 countries 
around the world.

Do you have any tips for students who might 
be aspiring towards journalism or weather 
presenting?

• Be proactive, nothing you do is insignificant.  
 The same applies for any career you go
  into – good grades are sought after, but   
 some experience is even more important.  
 Anything you have done that shows you are  
 interested in the sector you want to go into  
 will help you go far. 
• Use your background. Everyone is unique,  
 and your own way of looking at things   
 will be valuable to any employer looking for  
 different perspectives. 
• Apply for anything and everything. Even if  
 you are not successful, contact them and  
 ask if you can shadow for a day, or if there  
 are any other opportunities available. 

What’s next for you?

I want to continue to improve in my career, 
and become a more experienced and better 
weather presenter. I would also like to do
some more investigations in the future.

courses I might like. I applied for Broadcast 
Journalism courses, and was offered a place 
at all five of my choices. I decided to study 
at the University of Leeds, and from there I 
completed my Masters at City, University of 
London, and began my career with the BBC.  

What have you been up to since then?

Once I finished at University, I secured a 
placement working on BBC World Services 
with the Future Voices Scheme for bilingual 
reporters. I also worked on The Newsroom, 
as well as working with the digital team 
BBC Stories on an investigation about skin 



BE HERE

Familiarise yourself with our 
campus through our Virtual 
Tour, and find out how to reach 
us on public transport. 

BE SUPPORTED

Find out how we can support 
you at Bury College. Our 
student services include access 
to careers advice, additional 
learning support, counselling, 
mental health services and 
financial support. 

BE INSPIRED

Get inspired for your future. 
Our former students have 
progressed into exciting careers 
or to prestigious universities 
– find out where your studies 
could take you! 

For tips on how to navigate 
your next steps, look no 
further than Be Bury
College Ready! 
We are delighted to share tools, resources, 
and advice to help you with the transition
from school to Bury College. Click here.

BE PREPARED

We have collated 
resources to get you 
prepared for your first 
day, helping you feel 
more confident before 
you start. These include 
suggestions for further reading, fun activities, 
and breakdowns of what you will be studying. 

BE INVOLVED

With a range of different 
enrichment groups, clubs 
and societies, you can 
enjoy new experiences at 
Bury College, from Sports 
to Debating Society. Visit 
our page to find out more. 



Sporting 
Success at
Bury College

Year on year, the Bury College Sport department 
houses an elite profile of inspirational sports men 
and women who are using their talents to achieve 
their sporting ambitions. Through hard work, 
dedication and commitment, our students are 
successful in their studies as well as their sporting 
activities in order to secure their career dreams.

EWAN WILSON

National swimming champion Ewan Wilson has competed in 
national competitions, has been the Captain for Lancashire and 
was selected for the England World School Games. He believes 
that his proudest moment to date was securing second place 
for his country in the 200m Butterfly during the British National 
Championship in Sheffield.

“I can’t recommend Bury College enough, the facilities are 
really good and there is a great balance between my studies 
and my swimming commitments.”

NIKITA NARNOR

Nikita is an England Women’s Netballer and takes on the positions 
of Wing and Goal Defence. She currently plays for Manchester 
Thunder and Leeds Rhinos and regularly competes in a range of 
high-profile competitions.

“I am really enjoying my time at Bury College and I receive 
amazing support from my tutors. It is great that I can manage 
my training around my studies and secure a recognised 
qualification.”

Former School:
Oasis Academy
Studying: Sport Level 3 

Former School:
Parrenthorn High School
Studying: Sport Level 3 

AIDEN
LAWRENCE

Aidan is a British Cyclist and has been committed to the sport 
from the age of just 8 years old. He specialises in road and track 

cycling and has participated in a range of national races across the 
world including a high-profile competition in Switzerland.

“I am really happy to be representing my country. My Bury 
College course is great, the facilities are really good and I 

have learnt a lot about different fitness components.”

Former School: Kearsley Academy
Studying: Applied Sport Level 3,

A Level Sociology and A Level 
English Language 



BRAND NEW  
SPORT AND FITNESS ACADEMY

Bury College Sport students can now get even more out of their
studies, with the brand-new Sport and Fitness Academy.

During their second year, as part of the Sport and Fitness Academy, all
Level 3 Sport students will have the opportunity to undertake an additional 

qualification alongside their full-time course - one of either: 

• SPORTS MASSAGE - Secure a qualification in Sports Massage and discover a   
 rewarding career within the fitness industry
• FITNESS INSTRUCTING -Train to become a fitness instructor or personal trainer  
 and gain a recognised qualification to help kick-start your career

This is a unique chance to specialise in a specific industry and secure an additional 
career-enhancing qualification. These qualifications will support progression into 
industry or onto university and can open doors to lots of new opportunities.  

As part of the course all students are also welcome to try out for the Football or 
Netball Sports Academies. Players will receive two hours a week of expertise coaching, 
including:

• Technical and tactical practice
• Strength and conditioning
• Personalised workout programmes
• Competitive fixtures
• Performance analysis

This will all be delivered by our fully qualified FA coaches
who will coach, mentor, and support all players
throughout their development. 



Trips and Visits*
Enjoy new experiences with exciting class 
trips to the UK and overseas, and visits to 
universities and locations of interest.

Enrichment Opportunities*
Our wide range of enrichment
opportunities may include:

• Accentu8 Performing Arts Club
• A-level Newspaper
• Be Involved Group (BIG)
• Chess Club
• Dance Workshops
• Debating Society
• Duke of Edinburgh Award
• Film Club
• Media Production Workshops
• Science Society
• Singing Workshop
• Student Ambassador Scheme
 

Exceptional Facilities
Bury College has a range of purpose-built, state-
of-the-art facilities to help you make the most 
of your studies, including a new Health and 
Innovation Centre expected in 2022! 

STUDENT EXPERIENCE
Improve your employability skills, make new friends, and enhance your studies with a wide 

range of enrichment programmes, trips, visits, activities and work experience opportunities. 

Work Experience*
Benefit from career enhancing work 
experience placements. Previous placements 
have included radio stations, hospitals and 
laboratories. 

GET MORE FROM YOUR

Student Benefits
• FREE breakfast**
• FREE use of the Bury College gym*
• Discounted Starbucks products

**Available at selected times during the year

*Please note - all activities are subject to availability and Covid-19 restrictions.



Bury College has done the utmost to 
ensure that students can access a safe 
learning environment throughout the 
pandemic, and has played a key part in 
supporting the wider Bury community. 

In line with recommendations from the 
Department for Education, the College safely 
remained open throughout the pandemic 
to ensure learners can continue with their 
education. A range of measures have also 
been implemented to ensure that students 
are supported, including smaller class sizes, 
social distancing, and mask wearing in 
communal areas. 

This has meant that the vast majority of the 
curriculum has been delivered via in-person 
teaching on campus, in a safe and controlled 
manner. We have further developed our 
student wellbeing and pastoral strategies to 
ensure that our students get the support they 
need throughout the challenges of the past 
year. Additional campus ambassadors have 

been recruited to support a COVID-safe 
environment. 

Bury College Asymptomatic
Testing Centre

Available to both staff and students, Bury 
College’s asymptomatic testing centre has 
been providing both take-home lateral flow 
tests and on-site testing over the past few 
months. These tests give us the opportunity 
to test members of the college twice a week, 
and ultimately reduce the risk of transmission, 
keeping our community safe. 

Bury College Provides 
Excellent Student Support 
Throughout Pandemic

“Throughout the changing COVID 
restrictions, the College responded quickly 
to apply effective safety measures which 
have kept our staff and students safe to 
ensure that learning and progression can 

continue. The vast majority of learning has 
been delivered face-to-face, and we have 

worked closely with students to ensure that 
they have the skills and resources they

need to be successful.” 

Becky Tootell, Bury College Deputy Principal



Rebecca has been working as a Dental Nurse at 
Harpers Dental Practice, Bolton. The former Harper 
Green School pupil has been working chairside with 
the Dentist and performing various check-ups on 
patients. She is also responsible for managing the 
surgery reception, advising patients and organising 
appointment bookings.

“I am really enjoying my apprenticeship, I have 
gained so much confidence and developed 
my knowledge of the industry. My colleagues 
have been so supportive and they have all took 
the time to help me grow as an individual.”

Over the past three years, Bury College has employed 
17 apprentices working across various areas of the 
business including Human Resources, Student 
Services, Catering, and Web Development. One of 
these apprentices is Adam, who is employed in the 
Bury College Finance Team. 

“My advice for someone who is considering 
completing an apprenticeship would be to 
definitely go for it! I am earning a wage whilst 
gaining a recognised qualification to progress 
my career and gaining valuable hands-on
skills and knowledge.” 

Apprenticeships allow you 
to gain the qualifications and 
practical experience needed 
to springboard your career, 
all while earning a wage. We 
are incredibly proud of our 
apprentices, past and present, 
some of whom are even 
employed at Bury College! 

Apprentices
Achieve Incredible
Success

ADAM SANDIFORD
AAT Level 3

REBECCA COLLINGE
Dental Nursing Level 3

Salma has always dreamed of being a Nursery 
Practitioner. As part of her apprenticeship at Swans 
Care and Education Nursery, she is responsible 
for looking after children, planning activities and 
completing observations and assessments.

“Completing an apprenticeship has been 
really beneficial and I have gained so many 
new skills. Earning money whilst studying has 
meant that I can support my family which has 
been an amazing opportunity for me.”

SALMA CHOUKRI
Early Years Educator Level 3

Bury College Provides 
Excellent Student Support 
Throughout Pandemic



Fundraising across the 
Bury College Community
Staff and students at Bury College are committed to getting involved in the wider community 
through events and charity work. Throughout the COVID pandemic, they have rallied around 
members of the Bury College community and devoted their efforts to many worthy causes. 

Comic Relief Charity Drive 
Bury College staff and students hosted a 
range of exciting activities to raise funds 
for Comic Relief 2021. A live cross-college 
quiz was delivered via Microsoft Teams, and 
those attending college were invited to wear 
red for Red Nose Day and make donations 
to fundraising buckets. Everyone was also 
asked to take part in the 7 Step Marathon 
Challenge, and complete the equivalent 
number of steps you would take in a 
marathon over 7 consecutive days. 

Become a Bury College Positive 
Futures Ambassador! 
Once you enrol, you will have the opportunity 
to develop your employability skills and get 
involved in fundraising activities and other 
social events by becoming a Positive Futures 
Ambassador.

Support for Brain Tumour 
Research 
The Bury College community has come 
together to support one of our students, 
Matthew Pullan, who is bravely battling 
brain cancer. Matthew and his twin brother, 
Alex, have raised an incredible £15,000 
through running, and the college as a whole 
participated in Wear a Hat Day, a national 
event raising money and awareness for
Brain Tumour Research. 



ACHIEVE

Get social!
Keep up-to-date with all our latest
news. Follow and like our social
pages and visit our website.

0161 280 8280
www.burycollege.ac.uk
information@burycollege.ac.uk

Information correct at time of print - June 2021. Designed and Produced by the Marketing Team. 
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